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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
1 . (Previously Presented) In a fence brace assembly having: 

at least one substantially hollow post, comprising a stabilizing surface and a securing 
surface, said stabilizing surface and said securing surface being substantially opposite 
each other and having an inner surface and an outer surface; 

at least one member, comprising at least one tab; 

wherein said stabilizing surface comprises at least one opening, and said securing 
surface comprises at least one tab-slot; 

wherein said member passes through said opening in the stabilizing surface; 
wherein said tab enters said tab slots in said securing surface; 
wherein the improvement comprises: 
said tab having a notch; 

said tab-slot shaped to engage said tab when said member is rotated to engage the tab 
with the tab-slot; and 

said member having a tab end consisting of at least one tab and a recessed non-tab 
surface; 

said recessed non-tab surface shaped to come into substantially continuous flush 
contact with the inner surface of said securing surface when the tab is engaged via 
rotation of the member to engage the tab with the tab-slot via the notch. 

2. (Currently Amended) In the T he fence brace assembly of claim 1, wherein said opening 
is located directly opposite to at least one tab-slot, wherein the improvement further 
comprises: 
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the capacity se that when the tab is engaged with the tab-slot, the longitudinal axis of the 
member is oriented at an angle of about 90° relative to said stabilizing surface. 



{ » * FURTHER AMENDMENTS PENDING DISCUSSIO N IN INTERVIEW (SEE 
BELOW! * * \ 



3. (Currently Amended) The fence brace assembly of claim 1 , further oomprioing: 

at l e ast one angle braoo foot post; and 
at - loaat ono angle brac e m e mber ? 

wherein said opening is not directly opposite, but offset from at least one tab-slot, so 
that the longitudinal axis of the member is oriented at a n on-90° angle relative to said 
stabilizin g surface. 

4. (Original) The fence brace assembly of claim 1 , wherein said post is comprised of metal 

tubing. 

5. (Original) The fence brace assembly of claim 1, wherein said member is comprised of 

metal tubing. 

6. (Original) The fence brace assembly of claim 1, wherein said opening corresponds in 

shape and size to said member, 

7. (Original) The fence brace assembly of claim 1, wherein said member passes snugly 

through said opening, 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Canceled) 
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10. (Original) The fence brace assembly of claim 1, wherein the size and shape of said tab- 
slots corresponds to said tabs. 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Original) The fence brace assembly of claim 1, produced by a process wherein said 
opening is cut by laser. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method for assembling a fence brac e assembly, having the steps 
of: A mothod for as se mbling a f e nc e braoo assembly, compri s ing : 

providing at least one substantially hollow post, comprising at least on e a stabilizing 
surface and at least one a securing surface , said stabilizing surface and said securing 
surface being substantially opposite each other and having an inner surface and an 
outer surface ; 

providing at least one member, comprising at least one tab end, said tab end having at 
least one tab and a recessed non-tab surface : 

wherein said stabilizing surface comprises at least one opening, and said securing 
surface comprises at least one tab-slot; 

passing said member through said opening; 

passing said tab into oaid tab slot; and 

engaging the tab to th e tab slot to prevent disengag e ment, p r ovid e d th e e ngaging -is 
not accomplish e d b y w e ldin g. 

wherein the improvement comprises: 

providing a notch in said tab: 
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providin g a tab-slot being shaped to engage said notched tab when said m ember is 
rotated to engage the tab with the tab-slot; 

providing a shaped non-tab surface of the member, shaped to co me into substantially 
continuous flush contact with the inner surface of said s ecuring surface when said tab 
is engaged via rotation of the member to engage the tab with the tab-slot via the 
notch; 

passing said at least one notched tab i nto said tab-slot: 

and rotating said member to: 

\\ engage said notched tab with said tab-slot: and 

ii) to position the recessed non-tab surface of sai d member into substantially 
continuous flush contact with the inner surface of said securing surface. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method for assembling a fence brace assembly of claim 14, 
wherein said tab e ngagc D in ito oorronponding tab olot without requiring welding or 
Additional fastening, opening is located directly opposite to at l east one tab-slot, so that 
when the member is rotated into the engaged position, said at least one tab is engaged 
with said at least one tab-slot, such that the longitudinal axis o f the member is oriented 
at an angle of about 90° relative to said stabilizing surface, 

16. (Currently Amended) The method for assembling a fence brace assembly of claim 14, 
wherein the tab io engaged with the tab olot in a manner- a clcotcd from the gro up 
co n s i s ting of bending, crimping, gluing, pinning, screwing, twisting, bolting, and via 
rotating a notch in th e tab. opening is not directly opposite said tab sl ots, but is offset 
from at least one tab-slot, so that when the member is rotated into the engaged position, 
the longitudinal axis of the member is oriented at a non-90 Q angle relative to said 
stabilizing surface. 
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17. (Currently Amended) The method for assembling a fence brace assembly of claim 14, 
further oomprioing passing paid member through said op o ning at an angle wh e rein th e 
longitudinal aids of the momber i s at approximately a 90° angl e to the stabilizing 
^fa^- having the additional step of sealing the area of substantial contact between the 
non-tab surface of the member and the inner surface of th e post is sealed. 

18. (Currently Amended) The method for assembling a fence brace assembly of claim 17, 
wherein the sealing is done using a silicone oilioon sealer. 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A kit for assembling a fence brace assembly having component 
parts capable of being assembled, the kit comprising: 

at least one post, capable of being joined to at least one member; 

at least one member, capable of being joined to the post; 

said post comprising: 

at loaot one s tabilizing surface, compri s ing at least one opening; and 

at least one securing outface, comprising at least on e tab s lot; - 

\) a stabilizing surface and a securing surface, said stabilizin g surface and said 
securing surface being substantially opposite each other and having an inner surface 
and an outer surface; 

in at least one tab-slot in said securing surface, said tab-slot capable of 
accepting and engaging a notched tab bv the via rotation of the tab: 

said member comprising: 

at least one tab; 



25769081.1 -6- 
PAGE 7/23 • RCVD AT 4/24/2007 1 0:04:55 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] " SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/17 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss): 16-32 



APR-24-07 09:08AM FROM-Fu I bright & Jaworski 



T-9B3 P. 008/023 F-694 



Application No. 10/790,532 Docket No, HO-P02877US0 

Amendment dated April 25, 2007 

Reply to Office Action of January 25, 2006 

whoroin said mombcr io capable of pen e trating said opening in said stabilizing o utfac e 
of p aid po o t; and 

wh oroin said tab on said member io capabl e of engaging th o tab plot in sa i d s e curin g 
surface of said poot to prevent discngagom o nt; and 

whereby said m e mber may be joined to said post. 

titt at least one tab end consisting of at least one tab and a recessed non-tab 
surface, 

iv^ at least one tab being notched and thereby being capable of encaging with 
the tab-slot when said member is rotated; 

v) said recessed non-tab surface shaped to be capable of com ing into 
substantially continuous flush contact with the inner surface of said securing surface 
when said tab is engaged via rotation of the member to engage the tab with the tab- 
slot: and 

said member and said post being capable of being joined bv insertin g said tab end of 
said member into said opening in said stabilizing surface of said post and rot ating said 
member to engage the notched tab in the tab slot, and therefore being capable of 
forming a substantially continuous flush contact between the non-tab surface of the 
tab end of the member and the inner surface of said securing surface when said 
member is joined to said post. 

21, (Currently Amended) The kit for assembling a fence brace assembly of claim 20, 
wherein said op e ning in said p oo t corre s pon d s - in shap e and siz e to said memb e r, said 
opening is located directly opposite to at least one tab-slot, so that said member is 
capable of being rotated into the engaged position with said post, such that when the 
post and the member are joined, the longitudinal axis of the member is oriented at an 
angle of about 90° relative to said stabilizing surface. 
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22. (Currently Amended) The kit for assembling a fence brace assembly of claim 20, 
wherein said tab slot in said post corr e sponds in ohap e and size to said tab. opening is 
not directly opposite said tab slots, but is offset from at least one tab -slot so that said 
member is capable of being rotated into the engaged position with s aid post, such that 
when the post and the member are joined, the longitudinal axis of th e member is 
oriented at a non-90° angle relative to said stabilizin g surface. 

23. (Currently Amended) The kit for assembling a fence brace assembly of claim 20, 
wherein tho - tab is - engaged with the tab slot in a manner oel e ot e d from th e group 
consisting of bending, crimping, gluing, w e lding, pinning, scr e wing, twisting, bolting, 
and via rotating a notoh in th e tab : the area of substantial contact between the non-tab 
surface of the member and the inner surface of the post is capable of being sealed. 

24. (Currently Amended) The fence brace assembly of claim 1, wherein the sealer is a 
silicone silicon sealer. 

25. (Canceled) 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Canceled) 
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